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Alan Wilson

Attorney General

December 2,2019

The Hon. Jonathon Hill

South Carolina House of Representatives
434-C Blatt Building
Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Representative Hill:

We received your request for an opinion regarding the power of the City of Columbia to
enact an ordinance relating to Extreme Risk Protection Orders. This opinion sets out our Office's
understanding of your question and our response.

Issue:

Your letter recounts that:

On September 17, 2019, at a scheduled city council meeting, the council
unanimously passed ordinance number 2019-056,

Ordinance 2019-056 amended the City of Columbia code Chapter 14, to
add Article XII Extreme Risk Protection Orders. In short, this ordinance allows
law enforcement to seize the firearms of individuals who live within city limits.

Your letter also indicates that you believe that "the City of Columbia does not have the authority
to pass or enforce this ordinance" because it violates Section 23-31-510 of the South Carolina
Code. That Section reads in relevant part:

No governing body of any county, municipality, or other political subdivision in
the State may enact or promulgate any regulation or ordinance that regulates or
attempts to regulate:

(1) the transfer, ownership, possession, carrying, or transportation of firearms,
ammunition, components of firearms, or any combination of these things ....

S.C. Code Ann. 23-31-510(1) (Supp. 2019).

In the course of preparing this opinion our Office sought and received a response from
the City of Columbia. The letter from the City disagreed with the position that the Ordinance is
contrary to State law. The City offered several pages of legal analysis in support of this position.
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